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The key questions

• Is college readiness really the goal?

• Do we define college readiness too 
narrowly?

• What can we do to monitor 
readiness, particularly in the 
earlier grades?



Is college readiness really 
the goal?



96% of minority parents and 
92% of minority students 
believe that college completion 
is very important. 

Source – 2004 United Negro College 
Fund Survey

College readiness aligns with parent 
and student aspirations



Percent of adults 25 and older 
completing a bachelors degree

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

1
9

7
2

1
9

7
4

1
9

7
6

1
9

7
8

1
9

8
0

1
9

8
2

1
9

8
4

1
9

8
6

1
9

8
8

1
9

9
0

1
9

9
2

1
9

9
4

1
9

9
6

1
9

9
8

2
0

0
0

2
0

0
2

2
0

0
4

2
0

0
6

2
0

0
8

2
0

1
0

2
0

1
2

P
er

ce
n

t 
co

m
p

le
ti

n
g 

co
lle

ge

Male

Female

Black Male

Black Female

Hispanic Male

Hispanic Female

Source: U.S. Census (2012) – Current Population Survey  retrieved from
http://www.census.gov/hhes/socdemo/education/data/cps/historical/index.html



Source: Kim Weeden, National Center for Educational Statistics

Kids from high income families choose 
career oriented majors less often.



Source – U.S. Department of Labor, National Longitudinal Survey 1979-2010
Graph is reference from Money Matters, National Public Radio, March 19, 2014

http://www.npr.org/sections/money/2014/03/18/289013884/who-had-richer-parents-doctors-or-arists


Consider this student’s 
survey responses

What’s your prediction for this student’s 
success in college?



Outcome Academic 
Preparedness

Academic 
Tenacity

Dropping
out

37% 63%

College 
Readiness

52% 48%



Teachers are actually very good at 
measuring these things

Outcome Teacher Model

Dropout

% Correct 82 88

% Incorrect 11 12

% Unsure 7 0

College 
Readiness

% Correct 62 82

% Incorrect 22 18

% Unsure 16 0



Biggest risk relying on 
teacher judgment is bias



EPIC – Four Dimensions of college 
readiness
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•Problem Formulation
•Research
•Interpretation
•Communication
•Precision and Accuracy

Adapted from EPIC – The Solution Equipping Students with the Four Keys .  Retrieved from
https://www.epiconline.org/Issues/college-career-readiness/the-solution/

https://www.epiconline.org/Issues/college-career-readiness/the-solution/
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• Key terminology
• Factual information
• Linking ideas
• Organizing concepts

Adapted from EPIC – The Solution Equipping Students with the Four Keys .  Retrieved from
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• Time management
• Study skills
• Goal setting
• Persistence
• Collaborative learning
• Technological proficiency
• Ownership of learning 
• Learning techniques

Adapted from EPIC – The Solution Equipping Students with the Four Keys .  Retrieved from
https://www.epiconline.org/Issues/college-career-readiness/the-solution/
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Ready

• Post-secondary career 
awareness
• Post-secondary costs
• Financial aid
• College culture
• Self-advocacy
• Admissions requirements

Adapted from EPIC – The Solution Equipping Students with the Four Keys .  Retrived from
https://www.epiconline.org/Issues/college-career-readiness/the-solution/

https://www.epiconline.org/Issues/college-career-readiness/the-solution/


College readiness 
should NOT be defined 
by a single test score 
associated to a single 
cut score.
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Scenario 1 - Selecting locations on the map and finding schools that 
are a good academic fit for the student.



Scenario 2 – Selecting a school and interpreting the profile



Scenario 3 - Selecting all schools for which a student’s RIT score fits.



Scenario 4 – Using the explorer to tool to find aspirational schools



Scenario 5 – Using the explorer to find a particular school.







•Precise measurements and predictions can 
support students academically on their 
path to the college of their choice

•Academics isn’t enough
• Getting a complete picture of each student is important

•College Knowledge is important and is 
relatively easy to address



Thank you!
E-mail: john.Cronin@nwea.org
Organization Website: www.nwea.org
Contact:

mailto:john.Cronin@nwea.org
http://www.nwea.org/

